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atej Jonji¢ is that cool, calm
and collected number 22
you see at the back for

Cerezo Osaka. Born in Split, Croatia, in
1991, just as the former Yugoslavia was
breaking up, he spent his formative
football years at Hadjuk Split and in 2019
he marshaled J1's best defence - the
team conceding only 25 goals in their 34
J1 games, with 15 clean sheets. JSoccer
Magazine caught up with the former
Croatia youth international after the first
game of the J1 2020 season to find out
how he got here, and if we could expect
more of the same on the field. Suffice to
say Cerezo had won that opening game
of the season, against Oita Trinita, 1-0,
and things had looked business as usual
at the back for the Cerezo team.

JSoccer: Let's start at the beginning, for
usin Japan, anyway, before we go further
back. How did you end up in Japan?

MJ: As | was playing in Korea, | was learn-
ing about the leagues in Asia and after
two years in Korea the chance to play
in the J.League came along. | could see
it was obviously the best league in the
region and | wanted to challenge myself
to improve. Japan seemed the obvious
choice. The football was by far the best in
Asia, but the lifestyle too, appealed to me
very much. Japan was my first choice for
a move when my time at Korea seemed
to be coming to an end, and Cerezo were
the first team to come in for me, and |
jumped at the chance.

JS: How did it come to pass? Scouts,
agents?

MJ: Alittle bit of both. | know that teams
from Japan had come to see me play so |
was fortunate enough to receive an offer.
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